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the afternoon every one bathes, puts on a new garment, and
girds himself with a new loin-cloth." l

Festival             The Ashantees celebrate the festival  of the new yams

of tbe early in September ; until it is over none of the people may
among the taste of the new yams. " The Yam Custom," we are told,
inSSeptem- "is ^ke the Saturnalia ; neither theft, intrigue, nor assault
t>er.          are punishable during the continuance, but the grossest

liberty prevails, and each sex abandons itself to its passions."
An eye-witness has described the scene at Coomassie, the
capital : " The next morning the King ordered a large
quantity of rum to be poured into brass pans, in various
parts of the town ; the crowd pressing around, and drinking
like hogs ; freemen and slaves, women and children, striking,
kicking, and trampling each other under foot, pushed head
foremost into the pans; and spilling much more than they
drank. In less than an hour, excepting the principal men,
not a sober person was to be seen, parties of four, reeling
and rolling under the weight of another, whom they affected
to be carrying home ; strings of women covered with red
paint, hand in hand, falling down like rows of cards ; the
commonest mechanics and slaves furiously declaiming on
state palavers ; the most discordant music, the most obscene
songs, children of both sexes prostrate in insensibility. All
wore their handsomest cloths, which they trailed after them
to a great length, in a drunken emulation of extravagance
and dirtiness." About a hundred persons, mostly culprits
reserved for the purpose, used to be sacrificed at this festival
in Coomassie. All the chiefs killed several slaves that their
blood might flow into the hole from which the new yam was
taken. Such as could not afford to kill slaves took the head
of a slave who had already been sacrificed and placed it in

1 J. Spieth, Die Eive-Stammc     the child is a girl, she is rtiarried to
(Berlin, 1906), pp. 304-310, 340;     the priest's son; if it is a boy, he
compare id. pp. 435, 480, 768. The     serves the priest until his mother has
"slaves of the Earth-gods "are children     given birth to a girl whom she ex-
whom women have obtained through     changes for the boy, See J. Spieth,
prayers offered to Agbasia, the greatest    op, cit. pp. 448-450. In all such
of the Earth-gods. When such a child     cases the original idea probably was
is born, it is regarded as the slave of    that the child has been begotten in th*
Agbasia; and the mother dedicates it     woman by the god and therefore be-
to the service of the god, as in simi-     longs to him as to his father, in the
lar circumstances Hannah dedicated     literal sense of the word.
Samuel to the Lord (i Samuel i.). If